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CAMP SCHOOLS — CLOSURE 
115. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s decision to close six camp schools and his minister’s late consideration of privatisation 
options. 
(1) If the Department of Education cannot make camp schools work profitably, how can he expect another 

group to do so? 
(2) Does the Premier believe that the most likely outcome of privatisation of camp schools will be higher 

cost to camp users and hence negative impacts on lower socioeconomic groups such as schools in his 
own electorate of Rockingham? 

(3) Does the Premier agree that his minister’s desire to privatise Department of Education camp schools will 
not retain the very benefits that the schools were designed to achieve?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for the question.  

(1)–(3) I have answered questions about this before but I will explain the background. From memory, six of these 
camps will not be funded by the government anymore, and it will be seeking non-government 
organisations to operate them. A range of camps around Western Australia are currently operated by the 
Department of Sport and Recreation, not-for-profit organisations and even, I think, local governments. 
They run effectively and efficiently. Children go to camps at those locations and in fact right now my 
own son is at one. The idea that somehow these organisations at these locations cannot be run by 
not-for-profit organisations is patently absurd because they currently run the camps. That is what we seek 
to do. I heard the member indicate that we cannot run them profitably. What a misunderstanding that is 
of the way government works—that we are somehow trying to run camp schools to make a profit out of 
them. It is an absurd suggestion by the member. That is the arrangement we are going for. We are going 
to save, again from memory, $7 million or $8 million out of this new arrangement, but we are very 
confident that children across Western Australia will not suffer as a consequence. A range of 
organisations will pick up the running of the existing facilities and a range of other camps—in fact, more 
than 20—are currently operated by not-for-profit organisations, local governments or the Department of 
Sport and Recreation. In order to assist us to some degree in paying off the Liberal and National Parties’ 
$40 billion worth of losses, we have made this decision.  

So members are completely clear, one of the camps is in my own electorate of Rockingham. Despite the 
argument that National Party members run all the time by which they are trying to turn the country against 
the city, one of the camps is in my own electorate. 
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